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failed to pass any meaningful reform to school
safety or firearm regulations.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues in the
house not to forget that at the core of this dis-
cussion is the fact that the lives of children like
Ms. Bilston are impacted every day by gun vi-
olence. It is with great pride that | include in
the RECORD the powerful words of Ms. Bilston.

ROSA BILSTON, AGE 11—SPEECH ON GUN
VIOLENCE

Today I would like to talk about gun vio-
lence. A few months ago, 17 people were
killed at Parkland school in Florida. Then, a
few weeks ago, 10 people were Kkilled in a
shooting in a Texas school.

Hearing about this was very hard for me
because my family is from Texas. It shook
me to know that children were killed in a
place I feel so close to.

When I was in Kindergarten, there was a
shooting in Sandy Hook, Connecticut. Many
children died. This was told to me at the
time, but I didn’t remember it for a long
while. We were just about to leave for Ger-
many, and our minds were focused on leaving
the country.

I remembered it again after the Parkland
shooting and at first I found it appalling
that two shootings could be so close together
in our country.

But then I realized there were lots more
school shootings in America. In fact, this
year, there have been 22 school shootings.
And this spring, a friend of mine lost her
friend in Guilford. He was handling a gun. It
wasn’t a school shooting but he was still
killed by a gun. This was appalling to me
and to my friend.

I'm talking about guns today for two rea-
sons. The first is that children should be
aware of this, because it is happening to chil-
dren.

The second is that I strongly believe Presi-
dent Trump should ban assault weapons.
These kill lots of people very quickly. I
would also like to see more background
checks: at present people who are mentally
troubled are able to own war weapons which
are made to kill mass numbers of people.
These should not be owned by anyone other
than people in the army.

I personally do not believe that anyone
should own a gun, but I understand that oth-
ers do not have this view. My grandmother
in England has a gun. I definitely believe,
and I think others can agree with this, that
the conditions here for gun owning should be
the same as they are for my grandmother.
Her gun is kept in a locked cabinet, away
from ammunition. The police check this
every year, and every year she completes pa-
perwork to prove that she is still healthy. I
believe this should be the norm here too.

The way I think we should change policy is
by protesting. Over the past years it has
been the grown-ups who have been saying
that things are not okay. Congress has not
changed anything. The government has not
changed anything. Obama tried to ban as-
sault rifles during his presidency but Con-
gress said no. So now grown-ups have tried
everything they can. Congress must hear a
new voice. That is the voice of children, our
friends and our neighbors and classmates. It
should not just be those with personal con-
nections to those who’ve died, it should be
all those who see something here is wrong.

If the new generation doesn’t step up to
the plate, nothing will happen. As Dr. Martin
Luther King said, ‘‘Our lives begin to end the
day we become silent about things that mat-
ter.”” We must not be silent. Thank you.
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HONORING ROSETTA SEXTON
HON. MIKE QUIGLEY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 28, 2018

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the distinguished career of Rosetta Sex-
ton, a valued, respected and devoted member
of my staff. After over twenty-one years of
service to the constituents of the Fifth Con-
gressional District of lllinois, Mrs. Sexton will
be retiring from her role as Senior Outreach
Coordinator with the U.S. House of Represent-
atives.

Rosetta, one of 5 children born in Chicago,
lllinois to Joe and Rose Ferazzo, attended St.
Angela Grade School. She attended Notre
Dame High School for Girls located on the
northwest side of the City of Chicago. When
she was 15, she met the love of her life, John
Sexton. They married in 1972 and together
raised their family. John and Rosetta were
very active in the 36th Ward Regular Demo-
cratic Organization working with Alderman Wil-
liam J.P. Banks and State Senator James
DelLeo. In 2001, when John was diagnosed
with throat cancer, Rosetta remained by his
side offering immeasurable love and support
and living up to her designation as the rock of
their family. Since her husband’s death in
2004, she continues to provide the same
warmth and strength to her family.

Rosetta would be the first to tell you that her
family is her first priority; they are the loves of
her life. Her family includes her daughter, Lau-
rie Moran and her husband, Joseph, and their
children, Jack and Alyssa; her son, John Jr.,
and her daughter Diana Bowler, her husband,
Matt, and their children, Blake, Brooklyn,
Brynn, and their fourth child due in July. | am
pleased that her retirement will offer her the
opportunity to spend more quality time with
those closest to her.

| invite my colleagues, my staff, and my
constituents to join me in thanking her for her
unrelenting dedication to the people of lllinois’
Fifth District. | thank her for her invaluable
service, professionalism and friendship and
wish her well in all future endeavors.

———

TRIBUTE TO DEPUTY ZAC
BUTTERCASE

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 28, 2018

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Deputy
Zac Buttercase of Sidney, lowa on his selec-
tion as the 2018 lowa American Legion Law
Enforcement Officer of the Year. Zac is a Dep-
uty with the Fremont County Sheriff's Depart-
ment. The Williams-Jobe-Gibson American Le-
gion Post No. 128 nominated Deputy
Buttercase for this Award.

Deputy Buttercase has been with the Fre-
mont County Sheriff's Department since 2014.
He is a K-9 handler with his canine partner,
Judge. Deputy Buttercase is a veteran of the
lowa National Guard and has served deploy-
ments to Iraq and Afghanistan.

Mr. Speaker, | applaud and congratulate
Deputy Zac Buttercase for his selection for
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this award. Zac has made a difference by
helping and serving others. It is with great
honor that | recognize him today. | know that
my colleagues in the United States House of
Representatives join me in honoring his ac-
complishments. | thank him for his service to
the Fremont County and to his country and |
wish him all the best in all his future endeav-
ors.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF ROGER
MATTES, JR., GOVERNOR OF RO-
TARY DISTRICT 7410

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 28, 2018

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Roger Mattes, Jr., who will
become governor of Rotary District 7410 on
Sunday, July 1. District 7410 covers forty-
three Rotary clubs in ten counties in North-
eastern Pennsylvania and serves over a thou-
sand members. Roger joined Rotary Inter-
national in 1985. Since then, he has served
the organization in many capacities, including
as president of his local chapter and on the
Board of Directors. He is a graduate of Rotary
Leadership Institute and a recipient of Rotary’s
Paul Harris Fellowship Award.

Roger is a 1976 graduate of Valley Forge
Military Academy. He attended DePauw Uni-
versity, graduating in 1980 with a Bachelor’s
degree in English. He went on to obtain his
G.R.l. from the Pennsylvania Realtors Insti-
tute. In 1991, Roger received his Juris Doctor
from Drake University Law School in Des
Moines, lowa.

Roger has been practicing law for over
twenty years and is president of Mattes &
Mattes, P.C. in Scranton. He is admitted to
practice before the U.S. Supreme Court, the
Pennsylvania Supreme Court, the U.S. Third
Circuit Court of Appeals, and the U.S. District
Court Middle District of Pennsylvania, among
others. His outstanding work as an attorney
has earned him several awards, including the
American Lawyer’s Distinguished Service Cita-
tion and the Winner’s Circle Award.

It is an honor to recognize Roger Mattes as
he assumes the role of governor for Rotary
District 7410. His achievements are significant,
and his service to the people of Northeastern
Pennsylvania is immeasurable. May he con-
tinue his commitment to community service,
and | wish him all the best.

———

FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
MARKUP

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 28, 2018

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
today we held a markup on various important
measures. I'd like to express support of the
Democratic Republic of the Congo Democracy
and Accountability Act, H.R. 6207, of which |
am the proud sponsor, along with our lead
Democratic cosponsor, my good friend and
ranking member of our subcommittee, Rep.
KAREN BASS.
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| would also like to thank Chairman ED
ROYCE and Ranking Member ENGEL, both of
whom are original cosponsors, for scheduling
this bill for markup so soon after introduction.

A sense of urgency with regard to the DR
Congo is not misplaced.

As many of you know, the DRC is a strate-
gically-located, resource-rich country which,
unfortunately, has been misgoverned for most
of its history.

H.R. 6207 supports the humanitarian and
accountability efforts of civil society groups
pushing back against civil strife and political
repression. In particular, it acknowledges the
role of the faith community and the Catholic
Church, which educates and heals the Congo-
lese people through its schools and hospitals
while upholding the need for the rule of law
and respect for constitutional principles in the
DRC.

H.R. 6207 also supports a free and fair
electoral process in the DRC which is long
overdue. It is in our national security interest
to support the Congolese people’s call for de-
mocracy and accountability. Plus it is the right
thing to do.

Notably, H.R. 6207 puts human rights viola-
tors and corrupt actors in the Democratic Re-
public of Congo under notice, codifying exist-
ing tools that allow us to sanction bad actors.

| urge my colleagues to join us by cospon-
soring H.R. 6207.

| am also proud to be a sponsor of H.R.
1697, the Israel Anti-Boycott Act.

This Act will help protect Israel from unfair
and punitive boycott efforts fomented by bi-
ased international organizations.

| commend my good friends PETER ROSKAM,
JUAN VARGAS, and LEE ZELDIN for introducing
this critical bipartisan measure to protect
Israeli and American sovereignty and eco-
nomic interests. | would also like to recognize
our Chairman ED ROYCE’s work to amend this
bill to bring it to a full committee vote.

The notoriously anti-Israel agenda of the UN
Human Rights Council in recent years has de-
veloped into a dangerous assault on Israel’s
economy. Pursuant to a March 2016 UNHRC
resolution decrying businesses that operate
beyond Israel's 1949 Armistice lines, the
Human Rights Council in recent years has
carried out an insidious blacklisting effort that
is tantamount to economic warfare against the
State of Israel.

Earlier this year the Council announced that
it had compiled a list of 206 companies that it
believed ought to be boycotted because they
operate outside Israel's old boundaries. Of
these 206 UN-blacklisted companies, 143 are
based in Israel and 22 in the United States.
Clearly it is right to protect these companies
from damaging boycotts and to stand by our
stalwart ally, Israel, the only democratic coun-
try in the region.

This legislation directs the President to
amend U.S. commerce and foreign trade laws
to prohibit American companies from know-
ingly complying with boycotts targeted at
American allies. | urge my colleagues to sup-
port this measure to deliver badly-needed pro-
tection to American and Israeli companies
whose legitimate business should not be ma-
nipulated to serve a hateful, anti-Israel political
agenda.

| further urge my colleagues to support H.R.
5898, the UNRWA Accountability Act, another
bipartisan measure introduced by DAvVID
CICILLINE and LEE ZELDIN.
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For years the United States has been the
world’s largest donor to an organization that
amplifies a Palestinian curriculum which prop-
agates anti-Israel and anti-Semitic animus
while entrenching conflict between Israelis and
Palestinians. By conferring refugee status to
successive generations of displaced Palestin-
ians, UNRWA contributes to a ballooning pop-
ulation of aggrieved people who in turn are
manipulated by those seeking to maintain
pressure upon Israel.

United States aid to UNRWA must conform
to United States’ interests in securing true
peace for Israel and the Palestinian people.
This means applying real oversight and scru-
tiny to UNRWA'’s policies. It also means identi-
fying alternatives to UNRWA if its mandate is
at odds with our interests. This legislation re-
quires a report that will help Congress conduct
this critical oversight. This bill has my full sup-

ort.

| would like to thank Representative NORMA
TORRES for introducing H. Res. 944. This is a
simple, compassionate resolution that ex-
presses solidarity for the people of Guatemala
who lost their loved ones and their homes to
the terrible volcanic eruption of Mount Fuego
on the third of June.

| am proud to be the lead Republican co-
sponsor of this resolution, for which Ms.
TORRES, along with her staffer Clay Boggs,
deserve the credit.

| also want to note as an aside, that Con-
gresswoman TORRES and | have at times
found ourselves on different sides of policy de-
bates, including toward Guatemala.

What is important, however, is that when
disaster strikes, we put aside our differences
and unite in solidarity with those who suffer.
Indeed, we have received thanks from people
in Guatemala, and | am sure Ms. TORRES has
as well, who note with appreciation this bipar-
tisan coming together to support the Guate-
malan people.

| urge my colleagues, Republican and Dem-
ocrat, to join us.

———

RECOGNIZING THE MONTANA OUT-
FITTERS AND GUIDES ASSOCIA-
TION

HON. GREG GIANFORTE

OF MONTANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 28, 2018

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the Montana Oulffitters and Guides
Association. The organization started Big
Hearts Under the Big Sky, a program pro-
viding guided and outfitted trips at no charge
to recipients. The recipients include breast
cancer patients and survivors, children with
serious illnesses, and veterans.

The association identifies families and
matches their recreation wishes with member
organizations. Recipients get to experience
Montana’s breath-taking scenery in
backcountry outings. Some choose to fly fish
the Yellowstone River, while others hunt tro-
phy elk, moose, and other big game.

Celebrating its tenth year, Big Hearts Under
the Big Sky is a testament to the restorative
power of Montana’s outdoors, to the hard work
of Montana’s more than 200 licensed outfitters
and guides, and to the selflessness of the vol-
unteers and sponsors who make this program
possible.
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For opening Montana’s outdoor treasures to
those who need it most, | recognize the Mon-
tana Outfitters and Guides Association for em-
bodying the spirit of Montana.

——
CONGRATULATING MASTER
TROOPER  JAMES TOON ON

BEING PRESENTED THE PUBLIC
SAFETY VALOR AWARD

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 28, 2018

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Master Trooper James Toon for re-
ceiving the Greater Fayetteville Chamber of
Commerce’s Public Safety Valor Award.

A native of Whiteville, North Carolina, Mas-
ter Trooper Toon moved to Fayetteville in
1989 where he was stationed at Fort Bragg
while serving in the Army. After serving our
country as a Demolition Sergeant, Master
Trooper Toon joined the Fayetteville Police
Department for three years before joining the
North Carolina State Highway Patrol where he
has served faithfully ever since.

While Master Trooper Toon was off-duty
traveling to downtown Fayetteville, he came
across a car on fire. After pulling over to in-
vestigate, he noticed individuals trapped inside
the burning vehicle. He was able to free one
woman from the car, and because of his her-
oism, she made a full recovery. | want to
thank Master Trooper Toon for his courage
and valor in this heroic act.

Master Trooper Toon is married to his wife
Kimberly, and they have two wonderful chil-
dren. | am extremely grateful for Master
Trooper Toon’s service to our community and
I wish him continued success. The Valor
Award is presented to those who execute ex-
treme acts of heroism in order to save the
lives of others in our community, and | can
think of no more deserving recipient than Mas-
ter Trooper Toon.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in celebrating
Master Trooper James Toon on receiving the
Greater Fayetteville Chamber of Commerce’s
Public Safety Valor Award.

CHILDREN ON THE BORDER
HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 28, 2018

Ms. DeLAURO. Mr. Speaker, | include in the
RECORD this article by Ms. Phyllis Beren con-
cerning children separated from their parents
at the southern border.

CHILDREN ON THE BORDER
(By Phyllis Beren)

As I thought about the honor of separating
young children from their families at the
U.S. border, what came to mind was the Lon-
don bombings during World War II, when
many children were evacuated to the coun-
try to stay with foster families. I recalled
the war nurseries of the Hampstead Clinic in
London and the work of Anna Freud and
Dorothy Burlingham, who ran these nurs-
eries and observed the children who were
separated from their mothers during the
war. One of their observations that has
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